
Delve into the Abyss: Cthulhu Haiku II and the
Enduring Madness of Mythos Horror
In the realm of cosmic horror, few names reverberate as deeply as H.P.
Lovecraft. His creation of the Cthulhu Mythos has left an indelible mark on
the horror genre, inspiring generations of writers, filmmakers, and artists to
explore the unfathomable depths of cosmic dread.

The Cthulhu Mythos is a universe of ancient, uncaring entities that exist
beyond human comprehension. These cosmic beings, often referred to as
Great Old Ones, dwell in hidden realms, ready to unleash their
unimaginable power upon the world. The very existence of these entities
evokes a sense of overwhelming fear and insignificance, a cosmic terror
that permeates the human soul.
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One of the most iconic figures within the Cthulhu Mythos is Cthulhu himself,
a slumbering leviathan that lies beneath the Pacific Ocean. His awakening
threatens to plunge the world into chaos and madness, a testament to the
destructive potential that lurks within the Mythos.

Cthulhu Haiku II, the latest anthology in the Cthulhu Haiku series, pays
homage to this enigmatic horror icon and the wider Mythos universe. Edited
by Ann K. Schwader and S.T. Joshi, the anthology features a collection of
haiku poems inspired by Lovecraft's cosmic creations.

Haiku, a traditional Japanese form of poetry, consists of three unrhymed
lines of five, seven, and five syllables, respectively. The haiku format forces
poets to distill their thoughts and emotions into a concise and evocative
form, making it an ideal vessel for capturing the essence of cosmic horror.

The haiku in Cthulhu Haiku II explore the various aspects of the Mythos,
from the terrifying Great Old Ones to the mortal cultists who worship them.
The dread, awe, and cosmic insignificance that define Lovecraftian horror
are all present in these brief but powerful poems.

In "The Great Old Ones," S.T. Joshi captures the terrifying majesty of these
ancient beings:

They dwell in darkness,
Unseen and unknowable,

Watching, waiting...

Ann K. Schwader's "Cthulhu's Dream" delves into the mind of the sleeping
leviathan:



He dreams beneath the waves,
Of worlds beyond our knowing,

And the stars tremble.

Other haiku in the collection explore the madness that infects those who
come into contact with the Mythos. In "Cultist's Prayer," Lee Ballentine
captures the desperate fervor of those who worship the Great Old Ones:

To the dark gods we pray,
Offer our minds and our souls,

In eternal fealty.

Cthulhu Haiku II is not just a collection of poems; it is a journey into the
heart of cosmic horror. The haiku in this anthology provide a unique and
unforgettable glimpse into the terrifying depths of the Cthulhu Mythos,
reminding us of the boundless potential for fear and madness that lurks in
the unknown.

The enduring madness of Mythos horror lies in its ability to evoke a sense
of cosmic insignificance and cosmic terror. Lovecraft's universe is one
where humanity is but a fleeting shadow, insignificant amidst the vastness
of time and space. The Great Old Ones exist beyond our comprehension,
their motives and desires unknowable.

This sense of cosmic insignificance is a profound source of horror. It
shatters our illusions of control and leaves us feeling utterly vulnerable and
alone. We are but playthings in the hands of cosmic forces beyond our
understanding, subject to their whims and fancies.



Mythos horror also taps into our fear of the unknown. The Great Old Ones
are creatures of darkness and mystery, their origins and powers shrouded
in obscurity. Their very existence challenges our understanding of reality,
forcing us to confront the limits of our knowledge and the vastness of the
unknown.

Cthulhu Haiku II captures the essence of this cosmic horror, distilling the
Mythos into a series of brief but powerful poems. These haiku are a
testament to the enduring power of Lovecraft's creation, a reminder that the
horrors of the Cthulhu Mythos will continue to haunt our nightmares for
generations to come.

In the words of H.P. Lovecraft himself, "The oldest and strongest emotion of
mankind is fear, and the oldest and strongest kind of fear is fear of the
unknown."

Cthulhu Haiku II invites us to confront that fear, to delve into the abyss of
cosmic horror and emerge forever changed.
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