
Good Behavior: Exploring the Hidden Depths
of Desperation and Repressed Desire Through
Molly Keane's Literary Lens

:

The literary landscape is replete with tales that delve into the human
psyche, unravelling the complexities of character and the inner workings of
the mind. Among the pantheon of renowned authors who have ventured
into this literary realm, Molly Keane stands out with her poignant and
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insightful exploration of hidden desperation and repressed desire. This
article embarks on a journey through her acclaimed novel, "Good
Behavior," using it as a prism to illuminate the depth and nuance of her
storytelling prowess.

The Enigma of Virginia:

At the heart of "Good Behavior" lies Virginia, an enigmatic protagonist
whose life unfolds as a tapestry of contradictions and yearnings. The
narrative introduces her as a woman of undeniable beauty, yet burdened by
a haunting emptiness. Married to Jasper, a wealthy and influential man, she
finds herself trapped in a gilded cage, her spirit yearning for something
more.
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Keane masterfully portrays Virginia's inner turmoil, capturing the tension
between her outward composure and the tempestuous emotions raging
within. Beneath her polished facade, Virginia yearns for freedom, for a life
beyond the confines of propriety and societal expectations. Her desperation
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manifests in subtle acts of rebellion, such as her reckless driving and her
attraction to the enigmatic Nick.

Through Virginia, Keane explores the hidden depths of human desire, the
longing for connection and the desire to break free from the shackles of
convention. Virginia's journey becomes a poignant exploration of the
complexities of the female psyche, shedding light on the unspoken desires
that often simmer beneath the surface.

Jasper: The Controlling Force:

Jasper, Virginia's husband, serves as a potent symbol of the restrictive
forces that can stifle human potential. He is a wealthy and powerful man,
accustomed to controlling every aspect of his life and the lives of those
around him. His attempts to mold Virginia into his ideal wife are a thinly
veiled manifestation of his own insecurity and need for power.

Keane's characterization of Jasper is both nuanced and scathing. She
exposes his manipulative nature and his inability to truly understand or
empathize with his wife. Through Jasper, she challenges the societal norms
that often give men undue authority and control over women's lives.

Nick: A Catalyst for Discovery:

Nick, the enigmatic and charming stranger who enters Virginia's life,
becomes a catalyst for her awakening. He represents the unknown, the
forbidden, and the tantalizing promise of a life beyond her marriage. Nick's
presence challenges Virginia's preconceived notions and forces her to
confront her own desires.



Keane's portrayal of Nick is both alluring and enigmatic. He is a man of
mystery, his true intentions uncertain. Yet, he possesses an undeniable
charm and the ability to connect with Virginia on a level that Jasper never
could. Through Nick, Virginia begins to explore her own hidden depths,
discovering a strength and resilience she never knew she possessed.

Unveiling the Masks:

The title of the novel, "Good Behavior," serves as a potent irony,
highlighting the discrepancy between outward appearance and inner reality.
The characters in the novel, particularly Virginia, struggle to maintain a
facade of propriety while their true selves yearn for liberation.

Keane uses the theme of good behavior to explore the ways in which
societal expectations can stifle individual growth and creativity. She
exposes the hidden consequences of repression, demonstrating that
beneath the surface of good behavior, chaos and desire often lurk.

A Window into Irish Society:

Set against the backdrop of post-World War II Ireland, "Good Behavior"
offers a glimpse into the social and cultural context of the time. Keane
paints a vivid picture of a society navigating the complexities of change and
modernity, while still grappling with the weight of tradition and conservative
values.

Through the experiences of her characters, Keane explores the challenges
faced by women in a patriarchal society. She highlights the ways in which
women were often expected to conform to societal norms, sacrificing their
own desires and aspirations.



Molly Keane's Unflinching Gaze:

Molly Keane's writing is characterized by its unflinching gaze and
psychological acuity. She dissects the human condition with precision,
revealing the hidden complexities that often lie beneath the surface. In
"Good Behavior," she does not shy away from exploring the darker aspects
of human nature, including desperation, desire, and betrayal.

Keane's prose is lyrical and evocative, capturing the emotional landscape
of her characters with poetic precision. Her descriptions are both vivid and
nuanced, creating a rich tapestry that immerses the reader in the world of
the novel.

:

Molly Keane's "Good Behavior" is a literary masterpiece that delves into the
hidden depths of human desperation and repressed desire. Through the
enigmatic character of Virginia, Keane explores the complexities of societal
expectations, the power dynamics within relationships, and the indomitable
spirit that can reside within even the most constrained of individuals.

Keane's unflinching gaze and psychological acuity make "Good Behavior"
a compelling and thought-provoking read. It is a novel that invites the
reader to question their own assumptions, delve into the mysteries of the
human heart, and ultimately, seek a more authentic and fulfilling life.
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