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Hibiscus 'Chisholm' is a captivating ornamental plant that has gained
immense popularity among gardeners and horticultural enthusiasts
worldwide. Its vibrant blooms and lush foliage make it a stunning addition to
any garden or landscape. This article delves into the captivating world of
Hibiscus 'Chisholm', exploring its origins, cultivation requirements, and
inspiring uses. Whether you're a seasoned gardener or just starting your
plant-filled journey, you'll find valuable insights and information within these
paragraphs.

Origins

Hibiscus 'Chisholm' belongs to the Hibiscus rosa-sinensis species,
commonly known as the Chinese hibiscus or tropical hibiscus. It is a native
of Southeast Asia, where it thrives in warm, tropical climates. The plant was
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first introduced to Europe in the 16th century and has since become a
beloved ornamental favorite in many parts of the world.
Unique Characteristics

Blooms

The most striking feature of Hibiscus 'Chisholm' is its stunning blooms.
These flowers are large and trumpet-shaped, typically reaching 6-8 inches
in diameter. They come in a vibrant shade of deep red with a velvety
texture and a prominent central stamen. The blooms emerge continuously
throughout the growing season, adding a touch of vibrant color to the
landscape.

Foliage
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The foliage of Hibiscus 'Chisholm' is equally impressive. The leaves are
large and glossy, with a deep green color and serrated edges. They form a
dense, bushy habit that provides a lush and attractive backdrop for the
vibrant blooms. The foliage also adds year-round interest to the plant, even
when it's not in bloom.

The deep green, serrated leaves of Hibiscus 'Chisholm' create a striking contrast
against its vibrant blooms.

Size and Growth Habit

Hibiscus 'Chisholm' is a medium-sized shrub that typically grows to a height
of 8-12 feet and a width of 6-8 feet. It has an upright, bushy growth habit
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and can be trained as a small tree or hedge with proper pruning. The
plant's rapid growth rate makes it an excellent choice for quickly adding
height and color to a garden or landscape.
Cultivation Requirements

Climate

Hibiscus 'Chisholm' thrives in warm, tropical climates. It prefers
temperatures between 65-85 degrees Fahrenheit and is best suited for
USDA hardiness zones 9-11. In areas with cooler climates, it can be grown
as an annual or container plant and brought indoors during the winter
months.

Sunlight

This plant prefers full sun to partial shade. It requires at least 6 hours of
direct sunlight per day to produce abundant blooms. In areas with intense
summer sun, afternoon shade can be beneficial to prevent scorching of the
leaves.

Soil

Hibiscus 'Chisholm' prefers well-drained, slightly acidic soil that is rich in
organic matter. It can tolerate a wide range of soil types, but prefers a pH
between 5.5 and 6.5. Amending the soil with compost or manure can
improve its fertility and drainage.

Water

Water your Hibiscus 'Chisholm' regularly, especially during hot and dry
periods. Allow the top 2-3 inches of soil to dry out before watering again.
Overwatering can lead to root rot, so it's important to avoid soggy soil
conditions.



Fertilizer

Fertilize your Hibiscus 'Chisholm' monthly during the growing season with a
balanced fertilizer. Use a fertilizer that is specifically formulated for
flowering plants. Avoid over-fertilizing, as this can damage the plant.
Inspiring Uses in Landscaping

Specimen Plant

Hibiscus 'Chisholm' makes a stunning specimen plant when placed
prominently in a garden or landscape. Its vibrant blooms and lush foliage
create a focal point that draws the eye. Plant it as a standalone feature or
create a dramatic effect by planting a group of them together.

Hedge or Screen

The dense, bushy growth habit of Hibiscus 'Chisholm' makes it an excellent
choice for creating a hedge or screen. Its rapid growth rate and ability to
tolerate pruning allow it to quickly establish a living barrier. Plant it along
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property lines, around patios or decks, or to screen unsightly areas in the
garden.

Hibiscus 'Chisholm' can be trained into a hedge to enhance privacy and define
outdoor spaces.

Container Plant

Hibiscus 'Chisholm' is also a versatile container plant. Its moderate size
and adaptability to container culture make it suitable for balconies, patios,
and other smaller spaces. Choose a container with drainage holes and use
a well-draining potting mix. Regular watering and fertilization are essential
for maintaining a healthy and blooming plant in a container.
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Propagation

Hibiscus 'Chisholm' can be propagated through stem cuttings or by
layering. Here's a step-by-step guide for each method:

Stem Cuttings

1. Take a 4-6 inch stem cutting from a healthy, non-flowering shoot.

2. Remove the leaves from the bottom half of the cutting.
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3. Dip the cut end of the stem in rooting hormone.

4. Plant the cutting in a moist, well-draining potting mix.

5. Keep the cutting warm and humid, and provide bright, indirect light.

6. Roots should develop within 4-6 weeks.

Layering

1. Select a healthy, flexible branch and make a shallow incision on
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