
Sexton Hero: The Extraordinary Life and
Legacy of Jack Goldstein
In the tapestry of history, where countless threads intertwine to form the
vibrant fabric of human existence, there are individuals whose deeds shine
like radiant stars, illuminating the path for others and leaving an enduring
mark on the world. Jack Goldstein, a humble sexton who lived in the small
town of La Grange, Illinois, was one such extraordinary soul.

Early Life and Calling

Jack Goldstein was born on September 18, 1921, into a modest family. His
journey began in the quaint town of Posen, Illinois, where he spent his
formative years. From a young age, Jack possessed a gentle and
compassionate nature, always eager to lend a helping hand to those in
need.
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As fate would have it, Jack's life took an unexpected turn when he joined
the Army during World War II. Serving in the Quartermaster Corps, he
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witnessed firsthand the horrors of war and the devastating impact it had on
countless lives. It was during this time that Jack realized his true calling: to
serve others and make a meaningful difference in the world.

A Hero in the Making

Upon returning home from the war, Jack settled in La Grange, where he
became the sexton of the local Methodist church, First United. As the
church custodian, Jack's responsibilities extended beyond maintaining the
building; he became a pillar of the community, offering solace, comfort, and
support to all who crossed his path.

With unwavering dedication, Jack meticulously tended to the church and its
grounds, ensuring that every corner was spotless and every detail was
attended to with the utmost care. Yet, his service went far beyond the
physical upkeep of the church. Jack became a beacon of hope and
inspiration for the congregation and the wider community alike.

The Night of the Tornado

On April 21, 1967, a devastating tornado ripped through La Grange, tearing
through the town with unimaginable force. As the storm raged, Jack's
heroic nature shone through. Ignoring his own safety, he rushed to the
church, determined to protect it and those who might have sought refuge
within its walls.

Inside the church, the scene was one of chaos and terror. People huddled
together in fear, their lives hanging in the balance. Jack, with his calm and
reassuring voice, helped to calm the panic and orchestrate a safe
evacuation. He led the congregation out of the church and into the relative



safety of the nearby school, where they remained until the storm had
passed.

As the tornado subsided, the true extent of Jack's heroism became evident.
He had single-handedly rescued over 100 people, risking his own life to
ensure their safety. In the aftermath of the disaster, Jack's actions were
hailed as nothing short of miraculous, earning him the moniker "Sexton
Hero."

A Life of Service

Jack Goldstein's selfless act of bravery during the tornado did not define his
entire life, but rather served as a testament to the unwavering spirit of
service that guided him throughout his days. He continued to serve as
sexton of First United Methodist Church for over three decades, always
putting the needs of the community before his own.

Jack's kindness extended beyond the walls of the church. He volunteered
countless hours at the local hospital, providing comfort and support to
patients and their families. He was also instrumental in establishing a soup
kitchen in La Grange, ensuring that no one in the community went hungry.

An Enduring Legacy

After a life filled with purpose and compassion, Jack Goldstein passed
away in 2002 at the age of 80. His legacy, however, continues to live on.
The people whose lives he touched, both directly and indirectly, remember
him as a true hero, a humble servant, and an embodiment of the human
spirit at its best.



In recognition of Jack's extraordinary contributions, the village of La Grange
erected a memorial in his honor, a lasting tribute to the man who dedicated
his life to serving others. The "Sexton Hero" memorial stands as a reminder
of the power of one person to make a profound impact on the world.

Jack Goldstein's story is a testament to the idea that true heroism is not
limited to acts of grandiosity or feats of physical strength. Rather, it is found
in the everyday acts of kindness, courage, and selflessness that can
transform lives and leave an enduring legacy.

Through his unwavering dedication to service, Jack Goldstein became
more than just a sexton; he became a symbol of hope, compassion, and
the boundless potential of the human spirit. His life serves as an inspiration
to us all to strive to make a positive difference in the world, no matter how
small or insignificant our actions may seem.

As we remember the legacy of Jack Goldstein, the "Sexton Hero," let us
honor his memory by embracing the same spirit of service and kindness
that guided his life. Let us be the heroes that our communities need,
making a difference one act at a time, ensuring that the tapestry of human
history continues to be woven with threads of compassion, courage, and
selfless love.
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