
The Appalachian Trail in Georgia: A
Comprehensive Hiking Guide from Woody
Gap to Neel Gap
The Appalachian Trail, stretching over 2,190 miles from Georgia to Maine,
is one of the most iconic hiking trails in the world. It offers backpackers a
unique opportunity to immerse themselves in the breathtaking beauty of the
Appalachian Mountains. This guide focuses on the section of the
Appalachian Trail that traverses Georgia, from Woody Gap to Neel Gap,
providing comprehensive information to help you plan and embark on an
unforgettable hiking adventure.

The Appalachian Trail in Georgia covers approximately 76 miles, traversing
the rugged Blue Ridge Mountains. The trail is characterized by steep
climbs, panoramic views, and a diverse range of ecosystems. From the
rolling hills of Woody Gap to the towering summit of Springer Mountain,
Georgia's section of the Appalachian Trail offers a challenging yet
rewarding experience for hikers of all levels.

[Insert a detailed trail map of the Appalachian Trail from Woody Gap to
Neel Gap]
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[Insert an elevation profile of the Appalachian Trail from Woody Gap to Neel
Gap]

The Appalachian Trail in Georgia can be divided into several distinct
sections, each with its own unique characteristics:

The trail begins at Woody Gap, where it gradually ascends through a
hardwood forest. As you climb, you'll encounter several switchbacks and
gain over 1,500 feet in elevation. The highlight of this section is the summit
of Springer Mountain, the official southern terminus of the Appalachian
Trail.

After conquering Springer Mountain, the trail continues northward, passing
through a series of scenic mountain balds. You'll encounter the iconic Blood
Mountain, the highest peak in Georgia, offering breathtaking panoramic
views.

This section of the trail follows the crest of the Blue Ridge Mountains,
providing hikers with stunning vistas. The trail passes by numerous
waterfalls, including the picturesque Raven Cliff Falls. As you approach
Neel Gap, you'll descend into the Chattahoochee National Forest.

There are several designated campsites located along the Appalachian
Trail in Georgia. These campsites provide backpackers with a place to rest,
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cook, and sleep. Reservations are not required, but it's recommended to
plan ahead, especially during peak season. Here are the campsites located
between Woody Gap and Neel Gap:

Springer Mountain Shelter

Black Gap Shelter

Hawk Mountain Shelter

Blood Mountain Shelter

Neel Gap Shelter

To ensure a safe and enjoyable hiking experience on the Appalachian Trail
in Georgia, consider these tips:

Plan your trip carefully. Determine the length of your hike, resupply
points, and camping locations.

Pack appropriate gear. Bring essential items such as a backpack,
tent, sleeping bag, cooking supplies, and first aid kit.

Check the weather forecast. Be prepared for changing weather
conditions, especially in the mountains.

Hike with a friend or group. Hiking with others can enhance your
safety and enjoyment.

Leave no trace. Respect the environment by packing out all trash and
minimizing your impact on the trail.

Be aware of wildlife. The Appalachian Trail is home to a variety of
wildlife, including bears. Be aware of your surroundings and store food



properly.

The Appalachian Trail in Georgia offers hikers a challenging and rewarding
wilderness experience. With its stunning scenery, diverse ecosystems, and
abundant wildlife, it's a must-visit destination for outdoor enthusiasts. By
following the guidelines outlined in this guide, you can plan and execute a
successful backpacking trip along this iconic trail.

As you embark on your journey from Woody Gap to Neel Gap, embrace the
challenges, soak in the beauty, and create lasting memories on the
Appalachian Trail.
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