
The Collision of the Andrea Doria and the
Stockholm: A Tale of Tragedy and Survival
On July 25, 1956, two of the world's largest passenger liners crossed paths
in the thick fog off the coast of Nantucket, Massachusetts. The SS Andrea
Doria, an Italian luxury vessel, and the MS Stockholm, a Swedish cruise
ship, collided at nearly full speed, resulting in a disaster that claimed the
lives of 51 people.

A Fateful Night in Nantucket's Fog

As evening fell over the Atlantic Ocean, the Andrea Doria was bound for
New York City after a Mediterranean cruise. The Stockholm, carrying over
500 passengers, was returning to New York after a Scandinavian tour.
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At around 10:00 PM, as the two ships approached each other, a thick fog
rolled in, reducing visibility to near zero. Both vessels were navigating
cautiously, but the fog made it difficult to determine each other's positions.

Suddenly, at 11:10 PM, the two ships crashed into each other. The impact
was devastating. The Andrea Doria's bow rammed into the Stockholm's
side, tearing a huge gash in its hull. Water rushed into the Stockholm's
compartments, causing it to quickly capsize.

The Andrea Doria, despite sustaining damage to its bow, initially remained
afloat. However, the damage to its watertight compartments made it
impossible to prevent water from flooding the ship.

Chaos and Rescue

As the Andrea Doria sank slowly into the sea, passengers and crew
scrambled for safety. Lifeboats were launched, but the fog and darkness
made it difficult to deploy them effectively.

In the chaos, several people were injured or killed. A number of passengers
and crew members fell overboard or were trapped in sinking
compartments.

Despite the confusion and the danger, rescue efforts were quickly
organized. The US Coast Guard, the US Navy, and several merchant ships
rushed to the scene.

Heroic Rescues

The rescue operation was hampered by the fog and the rough seas, but it
was a testament to the bravery of those involved. Coast Guard personnel



and crew members from other vessels jumped into the water to save
drowning passengers.

One of the most dramatic rescues was the evacuation of the Andrea
Doria's children. As the ship sank, passengers and crew frantically lowered
the children into lifeboats, which were then rowed to safety by Coast Guard
personnel.

All of the children on board the Andrea Doria were rescued, thanks to the
heroic efforts of the crew and the Coast Guard.

The Final Chapter

As the fog lifted, the true extent of the disaster became clear. The Andrea
Doria, once known as "the most beautiful ship afloat," had sunk, taking 46
passengers and 5 crew members with it. The Stockholm, despite its
capsizing, was able to surface and be towed to port, where 10 passengers
and crew members died.

The sinking of the Andrea Doria was one of the deadliest maritime
disasters in American history. It led to significant changes in maritime safety
regulations, including the adoption of new radar systems and the
requirement for all passenger ships to carry lifeboats for everyone on
board.

A Lasting Legacy

The Andrea Doria's wreck remains on the ocean floor, a testament to the
tragedy that occurred that fateful night. The ship has become a popular
dive site, and its story continues to fascinate people around the world.



The disaster also had a profound impact on the maritime industry. The
sinking of the Andrea Doria led to the development of new safety measures
and regulations that have helped to prevent similar tragedies from
occurring.

The story of the Andrea Doria and the Stockholm is a reminder of the
fragility of human life and the importance of safety at sea. It is a legacy of
tragedy and survival that will continue to be told for generations to come.
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