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Teaching your dog tricks is a great way to bond with them and keep them
entertained. One of the most popular tricks is the play dead trick, which can
be a lot of fun for both you and your dog.

In this guide, we'll walk you through the steps on how to teach your dog the
play dead trick, using easy-to-follow instructions and helpful tips.

Step 1: Gather Your Supplies

Before you start training your dog, you'll need to gather a few supplies:

A high-value treat that your dog loves

A clicker (optional)

A quiet place where you won't be disturbed
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Step 2: Start by Teaching Your Dog to Lie Down

The first step is to teach your dog to lie down on command. To do this,
follow these steps:

1. Hold a treat in front of your dog's nose.

2. Slowly lower the treat towards the ground, while saying the command
"down."

3. As your dog follows the treat with their nose, they will eventually lie
down.

4. Once your dog is lying down, immediately give them the treat and
praise them.

Step 3: Teach Your Dog to Roll Over

Once your dog has mastered the down command, you can start teaching
them to roll over. To do this, follow these steps:

1. Start with your dog lying down.

2. Hold a treat in front of your dog's nose.

3. Slowly move the treat over your dog's head, towards their shoulder.

4. As your dog follows the treat, they will eventually roll over onto their
side.

5. Once your dog has rolled over, immediately give them the treat and
praise them.

Step 4: Combine the Down and Roll Over Commands



Once your dog has mastered the down and roll over commands, you can
start combining them to teach them the play dead trick. To do this, follow
these steps:

1. Start with your dog sitting in front of you.

2. Say the command "down" and lure your dog into a lying down position.

3. Once your dog is lying down, say the command "roll over" and lure
your dog into a roll over position.

4. As your dog rolls over, say the command "play dead" and gently push
their legs out behind them.

5. Once your dog is in the play dead position, immediately give them the
treat and praise them.

Step 5: Practice, Practice, Practice

The key to teaching your dog any trick is practice. The more you practice,
the better your dog will become at the trick. Try to practice for a few
minutes each day, and make sure to keep the training sessions fun and
positive.

Troubleshooting

If you're having trouble teaching your dog the play dead trick, here are a
few troubleshooting tips:

Make sure you're using a high-value treat that your dog loves.

Be patient and consistent with your training.

Break the trick down into smaller steps and train one step at a time.



Don't get discouraged if your dog doesn't get it right away. Just keep
practicing and they'll eventually get it.

Teaching your dog the play dead trick is a fun and rewarding experience.
With a little patience and practice, you can teach your dog this impressive
trick in no time. Just remember to keep the training sessions positive and
fun, and your dog will be sure to learn quickly.
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