
Three Centuries of Medicine and Mayhem at
America's Most Storied Hospital
Bellevue Hospital is the oldest public hospital in the United States, and it
has a long and storied history. Founded in 1736 as a small almshouse on
the outskirts of New York City, Bellevue has grown into a world-renowned
medical center that has treated millions of patients over the centuries.

Bellevue has been at the forefront of some of the most important medical
advancements in history. In the 19th century, the hospital was a major
center for the development of anesthesia and surgery. In the 20th century,
Bellevue played a key role in the development of antibiotics and vaccines.
And in the 21st century, the hospital is a leader in the fields of cancer
research and treatment.
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But Bellevue has also been the site of some of the most notorious crimes
and scandals in American history. In the 19th century, the hospital was the
scene of a series of murders by a doctor named Herman Mudgett, who
became known as H.H. Holmes. In the 20th century, Bellevue was involved
in the scandals surrounding the Tuskegee Syphilis Experiment and the
Willowbrook State School for the Developmentally Disabled.

Despite its checkered past, Bellevue Hospital remains a vital part of the
New York City community. The hospital provides essential medical care to
thousands of patients each year, and it is a major teaching and research
center. Bellevue is also a symbol of the city's resilience and its commitment
to providing care for all, regardless of their ability to pay.

The Early Years

Bellevue Hospital was founded in 1736 as a small almshouse on the
outskirts of New York City. The hospital was originally intended to provide
care for the city's poor and sick, and it was funded by a combination of
private donations and government grants.

In the early years, Bellevue was a small and overcrowded hospital. The
hospital's facilities were inadequate, and the staff was often overworked
and underpaid. Despite these challenges, Bellevue played an important
role in the city's healthcare system. The hospital provided essential care for
the city's poor and sick, and it was a major center for the development of
new medical treatments.

The 19th Century

The 19th century was a time of great change for Bellevue Hospital. The
hospital expanded rapidly, and its facilities were modernized. The hospital



also became a major center for the development of new medical
treatments, and it was the site of some of the most important medical
advancements of the century.

In the 1840s, Bellevue Hospital was the site of the development of
anesthesia. The first successful use of anesthesia in surgery was
performed at Bellevue in 1846, and the hospital quickly became a major
center for the new technology.

In the 1860s, Bellevue Hospital was the site of the development of the first
successful blood transfusion. The transfusion was performed by Dr. James
Blundell, and it saved the life of a patient who was bleeding to death from a
gunshot wound.

In the 1870s, Bellevue Hospital was the site of the development of the first
successful antiseptic surgery. The surgery was performed by Dr. Joseph
Lister, and it revolutionized the practice of surgery.

The 20th Century

The 20th century was a time of continued growth and change for Bellevue
Hospital. The hospital expanded again, and its facilities were further
modernized. The hospital also became a major center for the development
of new medical treatments, and it was the site of some of the most
important medical advancements of the century.

In the 1920s, Bellevue Hospital was the site of the development of the first
successful antibiotics. The antibiotics were developed by Dr. Alexander
Fleming, and they revolutionized the treatment of bacterial infections.



In the 1940s, Bellevue Hospital was the site of the development of the first
successful vaccines. The vaccines were developed by Dr. Jonas Salk, and
they revolutionized the prevention of infectious diseases.

In the 1950s, Bellevue Hospital was the site of the development of the first
successful open-heart surgery. The surgery was performed by Dr. Dwight
Harken, and it revolutionized the treatment of heart disease.

The 21st Century

The 21st century has been a time of continued growth and change for
Bellevue Hospital. The hospital has expanded again, and its facilities have
been further modernized. The hospital has also become a major center for
the development of new medical treatments, and it is a leader in the fields
of cancer research and treatment.

In the 21st century, Bellevue Hospital has been the site of some of the most
important medical advancements in history. The hospital has developed
new treatments for cancer, heart disease, and other major diseases. The
hospital has also been a leader in the development of new technologies,
such as robotic surgery and telemedicine.

Bellevue Hospital Today

Today, Bellevue Hospital is a world-renowned medical center that provides
care to thousands of patients each year. The hospital is a major teaching
and research center, and it is a leader in the fields of cancer research and
treatment.

Bellevue Hospital is also a symbol of the city's resilience and its
commitment to providing care for all, regardless of their ability to pay. The



hospital provides essential medical care to the city's poor and sick, and it is
a major safety-net hospital for the uninsured.

Bellevue Hospital has a long and storied history. The hospital has been at
the forefront of some of the most important medical advancements in
history, and it has played a key role in the city's healthcare system for over
three centuries.

Today, Bellevue Hospital is a world-renowned medical center that provides
care to thousands of patients each year. The hospital is a major teaching
and research center, and it is a leader in the fields of cancer research and
treatment.

Bellevue Hospital is also a symbol of the city's resilience and its
commitment to providing care for all, regardless of their ability to pay.
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